
 

GCSE English Literature  

 Section C: Unseen Poetry 

 

Answer both questions in this section 

 

 

Solitude 

 

Laugh, and the world laughs with you; 

Weep, and you weep alone; 

For the sad old earth must borrow its mirth, 

But has trouble enough of its own. 

Sing, and the hills will answer; 

Sigh, it is lost on the air; 

The echoes bound to a joyful sound, 

But shrink from voicing care. 

 

Rejoice, and men will seek you; 

Grieve, and they turn and go; 

They want full measure of all your pleasure, 

But they do not need your woe. 

Be glad, and your friends are many; 

Be sad, and you lose them all,— 

There are none to decline your nectared wine, 

But alone you must drink life’s gall. 

 

Feast, and your halls are crowded; 

Fast, and the world goes by. 

Succeed and give, and it helps you live, 

But no man can help you die. 

There is room in the halls of pleasure 

For a large and lordly train, 

But one by one we must all file on 

Through the narrow aisles of pain. 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox 

 

27.1 In ‘Solitude,’ how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about loneliness and 

companionship?                [24 marks]  
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Ode on Solitude 

 

Happy the man, whose wish and care  

   A few paternal acres bound,  

Content to breathe his native air,  

                         In his own ground.  

 

Whose herds with milk, whose fields with bread,  

   Whose flocks supply him with attire,  

Whose trees in summer yield him shade,  

                         In winter fire.  

 

Blest, who can unconcernedly find  

   Hours, days, and years slide soft away,  

In health of body, peace of mind,  

                         Quiet by day,  

 

Sound sleep by night; study and ease,  

   Together mixed; sweet recreation;  

And innocence, which most does please,  

                         With meditation.  

 

Thus let me live, unseen, unknown;  

   Thus unlamented let me die;  

Steal from the world, and not a stone  

                         Tell where I lie. 

Alexander Pope 

 

 

27.2 In ‘Solitude’ and ‘Ode to Solitude’, the poets describe their feelings about loneliness 

and solitude. What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways the poets 

describe these feelings?               [8 marks] 

 

 


